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“ents (ibid. 12) in the name of an aggadic Midrash,

29 /917 rash Tanchuma (Nitzavim 1)

PARASHAS NITZAVIM

7 You are standing today,

your elders, and your officers —
and your proselyte who is in the midst of your camp,
of your water,
imprecation that HASHEM, your God, seals with you today,

and this imprecation, * but with whoever is here, standing
God, and with whoever is not here with us today.

-3 386 RAV MOSHE ON CHUM ASH
Since the point of the Tochachah was to warn the Jews that they
“would suffer severe punishments if they did not observe the Torah,
didn't Moshe's reassuring message undermine the warning?
The Jews feared that the goal of the curses was to predict that
there would be punishment and destruction, but they were Wrong.
As Moshe went on to explain (Rashi s.v. Hayom), “The curses and

punishments are to sustain you and keep you standing before

Him.” The reason they were announced was to induce the seople
to avoid them, by adhering to the Torah. 1t was like a doctor telling )
his patient'what the medicine would pr i

lowed the doctor’s instructions.
The Jews had entered a, bris, covenant with Ha

/ would impose the curses to ensure that they observe the Torah;
In fact,

deed, that is what will guarantee the nation’s continuity.

n
that the nation would survive was a fundamental element e
usion of the Tochachah in

covenant, as Hashem said at the concl
Bechukosai: But despite all this, while they will be the land of their
, nor will I have rejected

enemies, 1 will not have been revolted by then

them to obliterate then, to annul My covenant with them — for T am
Hashem, their God.

¢ Thus, Moshe's reassurance W,

all undermine the Admonitions.

event — > » fol-

shem, and He

a5 an explanation, and did not at

SRTIT DEnp Ty NNt DY Ry (D
(oo,ns omaT) PIPIAN 1T AYRY DB NRTReH ANNNG NwIs
Y orpw 17 Y3 RWp1 MNa LRRMP TRAND” IDIPPNR DN

Sy mrpn L bhow a nmaa ovph ®n mbvpn N 07wy W

vaRIw MARM DY A73p0 NSW mn XA N nta w oannn
AMIAR MA DR ORI PAYY UNMID NR X1 1P M3 NR NN
by K91 0UNORM RY DANN PR DN NKT D3 AR1LTIDIK
Iy

55 by 793 9INN KDY DRI MPWLAN D7apR .@no xopm) “Dm7Y

all of you, before HASHEM, your God: the heads of your tribes,
all the men of Israel; 1° your small children, your women,
from the hewer of your wood to the drawer
1 for you to pass into the covenant of HASHEM, your God, and inlo His
12 i order to establish you today as a
people to Him and that He be a God to you, as He spoke to you and as He swore to your
forefathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 1* Not with you alone do [ seal this covenant
with us today before HASHEM, our
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was the passage beginning “upaagy pnt ” juxtaposed with
"Kelalos” (curses)? Becausc Yisrael had heard one hund
“Kelalos” minus two (in Parshas Ki Savo), besides the fortyr
in Torat Kohanim (sefer Vayikra). Their faces turned pé
and they said, “Who can bear these?” Moshe began io con
them: “gyn owsg anx'— “You are standing here today.’ Althao
" you have caused the Omnipresent much anger, nevertheles
_has not annihilated you; and behold, you exist before Him.
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Yes, we go through hardship. We are required to overcome
our external desires, to impose our neshamah's desire over our
physical tendencies, to negate our will in the face of Hashem's.
Our personal desire is pushed aside to make room for our
true, inner desire to be close to Hashem and do His will. We
must sacrifice something of ourselves, which is unquestionably
(Hifﬁcult — but only by doing so do we uncover our powerfuly

bond with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, a connection so staunch that ‘

it exceeds all considerations of comfort and convenience,

Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies to Dovid Hamelech, “If you
need life, you need suffering” The path of a good and blessed
life passes through stations of suffering and tribulations, be-
cause that is the only way to merit true and ultimate goodness.
Through these difficulties, we discover our deep-seated connec-

 tion to Hashem, which is dearer to us than all of the pleasures

® of this world, and for which it is worthwhile to undergo all of
these challenges. We reach the true and everlasting joy of ex-
periencing Hashem's loving presence and our deep closeness to
Him — “the fullness of joys in Your presence; the delights that
are in Your right hand for eternity.”

’ 0  The Blessing Lies within the Diﬂ"lcﬁlty

WHEN THE RAIN falls, everything is still bare and empty. It is
only later, when winter is over and the fields and trees begin

blossoming and flowering, that we see the fruits. The same

can be said of every trying situation we experience in life,

“when things don’t go as expected. At the time of the diffi-

| culty, its inherent goodness is not yet evident, like the barren

fields in winter. But the truth is that all the difficulties that’
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we go through are gifts from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We try
to overcome the difficulty and continuerconduct ourselves in

accordance with Hashem's will. We disengage, to a certain
degree, from external considerations and thereby attain true
goodness — faith in Hashem and closeness to Him. Only after
the difficulty has passed and the situation has eased some-

what will we be able to see the beautiful fruits that have come

-'iz-about as a result of the challenge. Only then will we appreci-
ate how the difficulties we experienced enabled us to draw
closer to Hashem and merit true happiness in life.

h Nisyonos Deepen Our Bond
IN EVERY TRUE bond, every pact of lovalty, difficulties are

}(\part of the package. Hardship is an important component in
the process of building a deep connection. When two allies
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remain loyal to one another despite the challenges they expe-
rience along the way and despite the steep price their faithful-

<

pess exacts — this attests to the genuine bond between them.
This is a true covenant, a bond so strong that they are willing
to suffer to maintain it — come what may, they will never be
separated from one another.

TA_When a Jewish child is born, he has a bris milah. We im-
press onto his body a stamp testifying that he is a Jew; he
belongs to the Chosen People and is bound to Hashem with
a firm bond. The bris is painful for the infant, but that pain is
part of the firm connection that is formed between him and
Hashem. From infancy, it is embedded in his psyche that a
Jew is willing to suffer pain for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is
the identifying mark of the Jew; he is prepared to withstand
pain and suffering for Hashem’s sake and will remain faith-
ful to Him under all circumstances. The covenant between
Hashem and the Jew is a true bond that endures forever, no
matter what. Even in the most trying of circumstances, never
will we breach this covenant.

18
Dovid Hamelech describes the troubles and tribulations that
Am Yisrael endures in exile and expresses Am Yisrael's fierce
devotion to Hashem in the face of their hardships (Tehillim
44:12-23): “You deliver us like sheep to be eaten and scatter
us among the nations...You make us a disgrace to our neigh-
bors, the mockery and scorn of those around us’ Am Yisrael
suffers bitter degradation among the nations, but in spite of

it all, we say to Hakadosh Baruch Hu: "All this came upon us,
. yet we have not forgotten You and we have not betrayed Your

covenant. Our heart has not turned away, nor have our foot-/

steps strayed from Your path Even when we go through the
most difficult times, we remain connected to You, Ribbono

« shel Olam. “Because it is for Your sake that we are killed all
the time, [that] we are considered as sheep for the slaughter’
The members of Am Yisrael are prepared at any time to lay
their lives on the line to sanctify Hashem’s Name — whatever
it takes in order not to chalilah be severed from Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

x]}\m visrael has suffered so much pain and hardship through-
out the duration of galus, but this suffering only serves to un-

cover to an ever greater degree the depth of our covenant of

loyalty to Hashem. "All this came upon us, yet we have not
forgotten You and we have not betrayed Your covenant.” We
are connected to Hakadosh Baruch Hu with an eternal cov-
enant. A Jew does not budge from Hakadosh Baruch Hu —
no matter the price, no matter the pain.

Jews suffer hardship and suffering and experience losses
on many different levels, but they don't stop when the going

_gets rough. Even in hard times, the Jew continues fulﬁl]ini
g

his role to the best of his abilities. We continue establishin
faithful Torah homes and exert great effort to go on raising
upright generations for the sake of Hashem's glory. The pure
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PART TEN: SUFFERING OF THE JEWISH NATION

410

[[ tion has been tormented as much as we have. The chaos can make one.

_ wonder whether there really is a method to what seems like total madness.

_Our almost-four-thousand-year existence has been filled with pngroms,'

inquisitions, crusades, and holocausts. Is there really a purpose to all of

(-.«[th'is suffering? Is Hashem cruel? Why would He want to see us suffer
like this? How does it make sense that Hashem would allow any group
of people to suffer as we have, let alone those He calls His “Chosen,’
“treasured,” and “beloved"® nation?

However, the Jewish people have a mission.” Through the growth and
self-development of keeping Torah, the Jews will make this world holy
and reveal Hashem in its every detail.'’ It is specifically for this mission
that we were chosen.'"

However, self-development and change are hard. They require much
effort. There have been periods in history when the Jewish nation, as a

7 whole, was not putting in the effort — they were ignoring their mission.
If that were allowed to continue, their mission would remain unfulfilled.
At such times, Hashem would restructure the Jewish people’s circum-
~3®stances to promote the growth!? they were not doing and redesign their
future for maximum growth potential."” Such restructuring would give

them optimal conditions for getting back on track — the track toward
fulfilling their mission.'*
That track may be comfortable at times and painful® at others,'” but
it's always optimal for growth. Being Chosen means that Hashem is com-
g mitted to helping us reach our potential, no matter what it takes — be it
through tranquility or be it through suffering,'® Every ounce of suffering,
though, is calculated and part of God’s plan to help us reach our potential
and fulfill our national mission as Chosen."”

A\ :

19. The Slonimer Rebbe, in his sefer Haharugah Alecha, chapter Maamar Galus U'Geulah, p. 55,
. se'if bei, s.v. vad"z, writes; “Without a doubr, not even a drop of blood of a Jew was lost for
"o reason, Everything was with Divine Supervision that is above our understanding... And
likewise regarding che latest churban [i.e,, the Holocaust] that we went through, when a thied
of the Jewish nation was annihilated through cruel deaths, the likes of which have not exiss
in all of warld history [since the world was created] and have no [rational] explanations,




Y

mm NDY WAt KA 25 Nk TMawh - mbYpn Mmoo myan
P MYYp DX WHww, POBY 1377 IKAM 190X MR XY 1an
av¥ on? oM, mbbpn "Bk YINOW Mm 983 7my? 510 n mipX1 L0man
K 7D AWR AW [PINY ,DA3 TIRY PRI MPYRR DAY WD XPw 0o
%1 X "2w? ®on mmn2 mbbpi evon %3 '3 ,0nRYM DRTADIW 1377 W m‘;%
pm ma - Tab mbpn nwnwa 135 03329 TAWIwD 3K ,Nawn? W
=M n DSy PP — MYONT TV DNy MM MpT3 12 3P WM 2%
RONAPD — MR RAY wie MYopR 0y 19m 733 1R M DDTT nvw
1OIMR BRKY — 191 DPRY DnoYn

DYMWY DD WAY TY SRIWY M DR AVIVT mY0pn nYmuw KIDN

a%3 onywew beya ehan AN mMbhpn Iewn 1o

QoY awn AN WIN RYK PN RN R? MYYpaw IR AWR R 1170m) o~
927w 513 559 1T M B PTIRE PRR M2, 71N W own Mpn on? ww
nYTY THY DTXY P DT T 12T RITIWD WK KDY pIn KAk mIwn 7
omm oGhw omby YAV PR 3T KR PIY (Y1 0N MET T OPRY

Amvnab M

™MaT DR OWAWI R LN VAW IR NDwH IR YR IR WK D3 W e a5
™ 72 12 mbo oA ’Y N 0% e mbw anrY 12353 7Ianm nxin aan
U AT D03 AN0R AYKE D3 13 n¥aT RN ORI MRPY OGN o

DOMD WM MA5H 7T Y3 - 731 03] ONRY 03 MIARW R eI

OR PaR LLTmRD 729 mbhpn nynwa p1 od% 1 ma — 03apa go2% "awn

K91 MDY K URRIT ORI M7 DR OIWHAWA” WR 1N OWR IR N O3 u

59 13 AvaT PR APAwa nEY PR W - w1 0% P ohwr mR - o

DBWR NANM MWW DR T ANRT Y B MNERA - TN 903 12N90 AYRA
£

JINRUI KD TR SY MR wDWI 1R” @b 2 mew K23 DITD AR MW
A3 TRE R TR 1Y nwanan By ®PR — IRRD SV amon PRY 2
Jitan K7 opbi moIm 1aws 37 NIt 127pa 13 qaw on an — xonw e -~

mmp Naw oY Nwn nyvs

DROYIT AR DAY MKW ,DTmn AN awn Swooren ™MaT Lp R
IRLAW 8 PV KW KT NS MUwaa ,mYa DoNK vy K7 opnt
MKIY M meY oPTp o I ownwn K9 I T7apn DR OI0Wom
AN NI UYNY 1M X2 137 AW 01 Lwan owa TARA DX T’
Sw DA 3 SNSINTR TNED Doy oK onw YR a7 mYt Dwnym
ANk 72 DoRy mwy K91 ,Bnovan matn nad

T nR 931 Yan Ywh amo ka3 XY wnmn Awnw whn bR B

MR PAW 12 KETR TN 09w TWInan WWRT P KA KOK, AN

UWNNY K W0 Awnw T PRI 00w 3 07 pr) MR mm L [nm 17apn
Omw wany nmnn

12353 AN DRI APRA AT DK WRWwA Y MK G- poe) 1909 13T

NI TR WY IR 3 A% A90 7 maKe K9 b e olhw nx®

"SROWT WAW DA YIS T TTAm LA a9NT 93 13 Tvam KT WK
S

DWW TRYR By S5m0 wavaw nywa K anain yoiw oKW avea AT
DNy T P 9Om apT L Tawna ne 1% R nw KO oK L
SN MY 1A KSR AR N9INT DOk 93 pw .mman mbr Yoa
Ty 5" owpt Deon Wy 17 UM DMK DNy 12 12w X9 oK

SNy vnw

™ MmN ormn P InoInT NR OwWhww oywa PR m o7IR
A¥A0 TTWRE OUMA T Avma IR 9V ORT 03992 e _,nrr:nnn,{..

w3 Pn PYR AT 0D KU TP Nunt XK DRw way naem 13
AMKD KT TR0 KIK ITAD KUMW M3 OpInTy T3 whavnw om oo
UM B DMK Y1IRY 1D 0TK N33 MW NRT TR Jawny e

Myys grom 1 mmwnY onpt ohw way MK Sy vmww m 129
WY DK VMY M0 1R AY 05 1apnw 2 TA3 N0 DTRW NKY (\\!}

XY OX7T ypwn “mran ®Y7 omn wis HpIet obpn RI0mT TRIDa K7AM
33T NI Y P R0 By ’HR 2amy anmab e saws b 1P on
00707 MK MAWY MRIT R o - wen By 125 1aws X5 oX Xunw oTRa

mran 89 — 19% MMaws 2% % @ R Yar pvnne henhn

AMITAA Y7 73T KT AY9PA YWD W AR WK 737 93 KPW ,TnRan nwn
P BR MW L0TRY D0 oeya R0 onimn bax nwexon nibbp vinwh wsr
LMYRT 1PNl 1o Avapnt nmannn yan n1PTpn wmwa wnp 2 pnaw?

Qb

Parshas Nitzavim 5775 - Rosh Hashana 5776 [ 1

Sha o\ Prndhas - Q. \,{’,\,ﬁxm'\

Rabbi Yehudah the son of Rabbi Nachman opened with the
following passuk (Tehillim 47, 6): “Elokim has ascended with
the sound of ‘teruah’; Havaya with the sound of the shofar” At

[first, HKB"H occupies His throne of justice, embodying the
-atgribute of din; hence, the passuk (Tehillim 47, 6) initially
employs the name “Elokim"—indicating justice. Yet, when
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Yisrael take their shofars in hand and blow, He vacates the
" throne of juslice and moves over to the throne of mercy;
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hence, the passuk changes to the name Havaya—the name of
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mercy. Full of mercy, He treats them mercifully, transforming
the attribute of justice into the attribute of mercy—during
the seventh month.

PYR MAT K oban) IN3T CIPRY 10N .TI:I'\WI"I% 21 RIT TR 1A7P3 =t
|
/man Ny D’P'?N 7971 "aws 2% ,msws N

Wl DoME — 793 VI oEwl L ATeh Sun ma vrroxean an
~ WP MR AWNN KYA 37REH Y DI TR — D230 TIOAN ARTIRA
Dt 139 DR DM — DT LOTK M2 32 RN 1D L2V N3 Y1 PRI

NRIAN MPREAYY 1202 YINY 7120 KITOIRY A9 1awl 3% utR L1 IR,
' awnn




We find a wonderful explanation for this phenomenon in the
_Sefas Emes (Rosh HaShanah 5658). Why, in fact, is the blowing of

the shofar capable of transforming midas hadin into midas
harachamim? We will claborate on his explanation based on the

concept—appearing in many of our sacred sources—that the
purpose of the mitzvah of blowing-shofar on Rosh HaShanah is to
stimulate Yisrael to perform teshuvah out of trepidation. We have
a passuk in the navi which states (Amos 3, 6): "™ ¥7n° oR* " 3
s7m* 8% mwi—is the shofar ever sounded in a city and the
people do not tremble? The holy sefer Bris Kehunas Olam
emphasizes this association with the shofar by means of the

following amazing allusion. The numerical value of the passuk
(Tehillim 96, 9): “p"=xn 572 1"pn Yen“—tremble before Him
everyone on earth—equals wow (586). We must endeavor to
explain why itis advantageous and desirable to elicit trepidation on
Rosh HaShanah rather than love of Hashem.

The matter can be explained based on a statement from the
wisest of all men (Koheles 3, 14): iz ww mwy ooponm— and
Elokim has acted so that man should revere Him. The Maor

Einayim (Noach, Yitro) provides an explanation in the name of the

| (Baal Shem Tov hakadosh, zy"a. He explains that HKB"H created /

[
/ .midas hadin in the world—represented by the name "o — nat

{ for the sake of actually punishing the sinner Rather, its main

| [purpose it to cause a person to revere and fear Hashem, so that he |

will be motivated to perform teshuvah. If he does so, there will ng

Jonger he any need to actually punish him. This then is the message
conveyed by the passule: mey oo *washns ww., HKB'H made
‘midas hadin—the name Elokim— for the express purpose that

people should revere and fear Him and would thereby refrain from
sinning,

’lg The sefer Siach Sarfei Kodesh (Vayeishev) brings from the
teachings of the Chiddushei HaRim, citing the Yehudi [laKadosh, the
great Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak of Peshischa, zy"a, the following
interpretation of the words of Yisrael's sweet psalmist ( Tehillim
76,9): "nupwl Mt PO 17 nysw owws“—from heaven You have
proclaimed judgment; the earth feared and subsided:

ORI TR WTRT TN Owa MmR BTN AT swvrmne
-3 PSR AN ,1MIEN TR BT RYT ST U TN YRR 77 Dynwn
IS T LT T URNT MUY TN TR NN WY BN )T
NI RTNR BTRW 73T, TONT TWY PR (T WS 5T
" 3T TnaR

% The elements of din exist solely so that people will fear Him,
as it states: “And Elokim has acted so that man should revere

(fear) Him.” Once man fears Him, the din is nullified and

everything subsides. This is the way to sweeten the forces of

din at their roots; for din is only for the sake of chesed; by
fearing G-d, man sweetens the matter.

23

\We can now appreciate the message of the Sefas Emes, He
explains that the purpose of blowing-shofar on Rosh HaShanah is
to instill fear and trepidation in us out of awe for the Day of)
Judgment, in the sensc oft *1ms K D2 Y3 MWW YpN° OR"— is
the shofar ever sounded in a city and the people do not
tremble?! [f it serves this purpose, then it will no longer he

necessary for HKB"H to actually punish us.

=

This is precisely the function of Parshas Nitzavim and is alluded
to by HKB"H in the opening passuk: av™n owsa ank® ” *i7wsh oovo
22778, In the merit of blowing-shofar on Rosh HaShanah--
referred to in the passuk as »avp»--which serves to arouse fear and

. trembling in human beings, you all stand before Hashem, your G-

S

d, and are able Lo picture in your minds that you are in_the /

presence of the almiphty King, HKB"H. As a result, there is no
longer a need for HKB"H to actually punish you. For, as we havé/
learned, the ultimate goal of all the punishments and curses is
merely to instill in Yisrael "viras Hashem,” in keeping with:
e wWw nwy aerm“—and Elokim has acted so that man
should revere Him.

Thus, after the faces of Yisrael drained of color upon hearing
the “Kelalos” in Parshas Ki Savo, Mushe consoled them with the
words: ™ ,1MTs 2INR WY XYY DIPRT BRoYST 3T 2T UE anNe
"yaeh o ame—although you have angered Him immensely, you

are still alive and standing in His presence; He has not chosen to
wipe you out. As we have explained, Moshe was giving Yisrael
cyitical advice as to how to spare themselves from the brunt of
these "Kelalos,” chas v'shalom. He was teaching them to follow the
advice presented by the Rama in the name of the Rambam—to
a . . —__'L'
«Jpicture in their minds, at all times, in all their activities, that they
are standing in the presence of Hashem. In this manner, they will
acquire the appropriate level of yirah and they will be spared the

severity of the din.
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Was Moshe trying to minimize the severity of the Divine reproof
or imply that it was only a threat that would not be carried out?
Furthermore, how could Moshe say that all were alive and well
despite their sins, when in fact tens of thousands had perished in the
Desert?

Rather Moshe’s intention was to assure the Jewish people that the
purpose of the curses was not to wreak vengeance on them for their
sins,_but to insure their survival as a nation. And, therefore he told

i them collectively — kulchern — vyou still stand today. After all the

( sins and all the punishments, the tzibbur (community) is eternal. The |

| concept of death does not exist with respect to the community. Those j
who perished died not as individuals, but as a part of Knesses
Yisrael, which is eternal, and therefore they still survive,

Conversely, one who separates himself from the community and
says, “77K "2% nwa 13 — ] will do as [ see fit,” will not be forgiven

and will be utterly destroyed. Our relationship to Hashem is only
through the tzibbur. The Torah was not given to individuals: nor
were the covenants made with individuals. Our relationship to
Hashem is as members of Knesses Yisrael. Rambam (Hilchos
Teshuvah 3:24) classifies an apikores (heretic) as one who keeps all
the mitzvos but separates himself from the Jewish people. Without a
link to Klal Yisrael, there can be no link to Hashem and Torah.

‘D}L% YL aea Als

" One of the benefits of being part of the klal is that as part ot a
united entity one's individual failings may be overlooked. Knesses
"Yicrael is eternal, pure, and holy, and one benefits by strengthening
his connection to it. But he cannot reap the benefits from the tzibbur

\

without accepting the concomitant responsibilities. Do not delude
yourself that "Lema’an sfos harava es hatzeme'a” — that two
adjacent fields are of necessity irrigated together, even though only
one of them deserves the water. That is a fantasy.

wAlthough each individual must be concerned with his personal
judgment on Rosh Hashanah, as a tzibbur we dress up and eat as a
sign of confidence that Hashem will exonerate us as members of the
kelal. The Ten Days of Repentance are days for intensifying our link
t the tzibbur. For that reason, every individual during that period
has the same assurance that liis entreaties to Hashem will be heard
that the tzibbur does year round, During those days the individual

and the tzibbur become one,
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